Sacred Space(s)

  What places are sacred to you?  One ”sacred” place for me is the playing field at the University of Toronto where I scored lots of touchdowns.  (Really?)  Yes, we can glorify God with our bodies.  But most of us will think of a place where we had a spiritual encounter with God.

  In Genesis 28:16-18 Jacob had a dream of a ladder / staircase connecting earth and heaven.  He said, “Surely the Lord is in this place.”  He named the place Beth-el, meaning House / Place of God.

  To most of us our church building is a sacred place.  Many churches announce that their building is open for prayer at certain hours.  I know that the Poke Run Church off Rt. #22 placed in a quiet corner a comfy chair and a stand with a cross on it, so people could pray undisturbed.  I’ll share several special places of mine.  

1.
One is a bench near my father’s grave.  I go there several times a year and spit things out to God.  

2.
A second is on the Kirkridge Retreat Center property south of East Stroudsburg.  The wind currents are very strong, so it seems that the Holy Spirit is in my face.  (Celtic Christianity insists that Heaven is only a foot and a half above our heads!)

3.
A third sacred space for me is Iona, the tiny remote mist-shrouded island off the West coast of Scotland.  When Oxford was but a swamp, Iona was famous.  The Christians on Iona helped preserve the learning that could have been lost in the Dark Ages.  It is also the burial place of several Norwegian, French and Irish rulers, 50 Scottish Kings and King Mac Beth of Shakespeare’s play.  The best-preserved Medieval burial road is there.  It may have been chosen as a Holy Island because it is one of the most magnetic places on earth.  Its rock base is very old.  Sheila has a rock on the shore, which is special to her.

4. I also have had a “prayer corner” in my study at home.  Currently, a piece of exercise equipment has usurped its place.  Oops!  Now neither is being used!
  5.  What places are sacred to you?
